
 

CRANFIELD, CECIL CHARLES 

 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Fourth Engineer Officer 

Merchant Navy S.S. Amsterdam (Harwich) 

H M Hospital Ship Amsterdam 

Age: 41 

Date of Death: 07/08/1944 

 The  SS Amsterdam was built by John Brown & Co. Clydebank in 1930. . Built for London & North Eastern 

Railway Line. Converted for troop carrying at the outbreak of WW2. Later converted in the Clyde to a hospital 

ship. She was  sunk by a mine while taking casualties from Juno Beach on 07/08/1944. 55 patients, 10 RAMC 

staff, 30 crew and 11  German POWs were lost. 



 

The SS Vienna, the twin ship of SS Amsterdam  

He was the son of Charles William and Alice Lavinia Cranfield; husband of Doris Olive Cranfield, of 

Dovercourt, Essex.  He had a son Jonathan. His father Charles was born in Rowhedge and was also a mariner. 

He was known as "Sonny". He was born 2 December 1903 at Rowhedge and baptised there on the 7th February 

1904.  

He was the grandson of Johnathan Cranfield, one of six renowned sailing brothers, all master mariners & smack 

owners. William Wadley Cranfield captained two yachts Valkyrie II & III in challenges for the America's Cup. 

An uncle, Arthur Cranfield, was 1st Mate of King George V's racing yacht Britannia. Sonny's father, Charles 

crewed on many J_class yachts & with Arthur was on America's Cup challenger Shamrock IV. Sonny's father 

Charles was Boatswain on SS Sea Serpent trading between Liverpool & the Mediterranean. He died of 

pneumonia in February 1924 in Palermo Sicily. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 8. 

Cemetery: TOWER HILL MEMORIAL 

 

The Tower Hill Memorial commemorates men and women of the Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets who died 

in both world wars and who have no known grave. It stands on the south side of the garden of Trinity Square, 

London, close to the Tower of London. In the First World War, the civilian navy's duty was to be the supply 

service of the Royal Navy, to transport troops and supplies to the armies, to transport raw materials to overseas 

munitions factories and munitions from those factories, to maintain, on a reduced scale, the ordinary import and 

export trade, to supply food to the home country and - in spite of greatly enlarged risks and responsibilities - to 

provide both personnel and ships to supplement the existing resources of the Royal Navy. Losses of vessels 

were high from the outset, but had peaked in 1917 when in January the German government announced the 



adoption of "unrestricted submarine warfare". The subsequent preventative measures introduced by the Ministry 

of Shipping - including the setting up of the convoy system where warships were used to escort merchant 

vessels - led to a decrease in losses but by the end of the war, 3,305 merchant ships had been lost with a total of 

17,000 lives. In the Second World War, losses were again considerable in the early years, reaching a peak in 

1942. The heaviest losses were suffered in the Atlantic, but convoys making their way to Russia around the 

North Cape, and those supplying Malta in the Mediterranean were also particularly vulnerable to attack. In all, 

4,786 merchant ships were lost during the war with a total of 32,000 lives. More than one quarter of this total 

were lost in home waters. The First World War section of the Tower Hill Memorial commemorates almost 12, 

000 Mercantile Marine casualties who have no grave but the sea. The memorial was designed by Sir Edwin 

Lutyens with sculpture by Sir William Reid-Dick. The Second World War extension, designed by Sir Edward 

Maufe, with sculpture by Charles Wheeler, bears almost 24,000 names. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 35818 

OTHER MEMORIALS    Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque Cecil C. Cranfield MN 
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